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The date of the marriage by Western reckoning was May 7th, 1884,
and evidently by that time the trouble over the Temple outrage was
forgotten, at least, sufficiently to allow him to return to Choyhung
for the occasion. What difficulties the young Christian convert had
to meet during the long and elaborate marriage ceremonies can only
be imagined, but Chinese marriage is very much a matter of custom
and has little to do with written law or religion. It is not so much
the marriage that is binding as the formal betrothal.
Lu Szu had been chosen as a bride, some years before the event,
the arrangement being made, through a go-between, by the Sun
and Lu families. Neither Tai-cheong nor his bride had any say in
the matter and prior to the actual ceremony had not met.
On the day of the wedding, the date of which was fixed by the
Sun family, a red bridal chair was carried in procession to the home
of Lu Szu where a young man, on behalf of Tai-cheong, presented
a letter for the bride, written on red paper edged with gold. This
asked her in words of extravagant urgency to come to the bride-
groom's home. At the threshold of the Suns* house, Tai-cheong
met the chair and, when he had tapped on its little door with a fan,
it was opened by the bridesmaids and Lu Szu got out. Her face
was concealed by a red veil and it was not until the bride and bride-
groom were in front of the Sun ancestral tablets that he caught a
glimpse of her features. Not till later in the long ceremony did he
see fully the face of the girl he had married. When Lu Szu prostrated
herself before the ancestor tablets she was, in effect, joining the Sun
family and undertaking well-understood duties, not only towards
Tai-cheong but also to her mother-in-law. Tai-cheong, in marrying
this unknown girl, not only hoped to raise.children to carry on the
family name but also gave his mother a daughter-in-law who must
show explicit obedience to her least whim. The formalities of the
wedding were not completed for several days and included a cere-
monial visit to the bride's family and, on the fourth day, a feast
given by bride and bridegroom to friends of both families.
If Sun Tai-cheong found this plunge back into the customs of his
countrymen in any way irksome, he had the satisfaction of knowing
that very soon he would be returning to school in Hongkong, leaving
Lu Szu to her exacting duties in his mother's home.
Sun's missionary friend Hager was well pleased with his young
convert. He says:
"After Sun Yat-sen became a Christian he immediately began to witness
for Christ, and such was his earnestness that in a short time two of his friends